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Verses in the “G1lT” (Gilaki) dialect of the poet Badr
Shirvani (15" c.)

Arthur Ambartsumian?

The paper deals with some verses, written in one of the Caspian
seacoast North-West Iranian dialects, from the Persian Divan of the
poet Badr Shirvani. Badr Shirvani, being born in Shemakha
(Shamakhi), is known as a Persian poet of Shirvan of the 15'" century.
He was the second famous poet of Shirvan after Khagani Shirvani
(1121-1190). According to Dawlatshah, he was an eloquent poet and a
seeker of originality. He held poetry contests with another poet
Muhammad Katibi and had many admirers in Samargand. The only
manuscript of his work - Divan-1 Badr-1 Shirvant — is kept in the
Library of the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Academy of
Sciences of Uzbekistan, in Tashkent (the text was published by A.
Rahimov in Moscow, 1985). Little is known about his life,
presumably he was born around 1387, was a panegyric poet at the
several courts of the Shirvan rulers. It is evident from his verses that
he had some interest to the Western Persian epic tradition, placing the
hero Isfandyar higher than Rustam. During his life he stayed a certain
time in the Caspian coastal cities and regions like Gilan, Mazandaran,
Lahijan, Baku, and Derbent, where he could have learnt some local
Iranian dialects. Throughout his Divan he gives many appellations to
the coastal language or dialects that he knows: the gilf language ( LS),

the language of the seacoast — zaban-1kinar-1ab (ol s L;), the gilt
dialect (L5 L), and the village language — zaban-1 rastayt ( .L;
lws,). He wrote two ghazals in “the language of the seacoast”

(ghazal 1 — hazaj, and ghazal 2 - ramal) and several lines in a
mulamma‘ (L) Verse (written in three languages: Persian, Turkic,
and a Caspian coastal Iranian dialect). The language of these verses
has not been investigated, since the text of the Divan was published.
In this paper we will give its preliminary analysis in comparison with

! saint Petersburg State University, Faculty of Asian and African Studies, Iranian
Dept
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the preserved modern costal languages and dialects. The verses of
Badr Shirvani, being strongly influenced by Persian, represent a
simplified Gilaki and differ from the Taleshi dialects in grammar,
while there is a slight difference in phonology with Gilaki (Z instead
of z— preposition azas az and z instead of § — enclitic pronoun -5 as
-07), which makes the dialect closer to Northern Taleshi by this
archaic feature. One of the discussed problems is a possible
occurrence of the present verb stem kar- in aorist instead of kun- of
the verb “to do”).

borye—A Revision of the Etymology of the New Persian

Dariush Borbor?

This investigation is a complete re-assessment of various long lasting
misinterpretations of the diachrony, etymology and gloss of the
lexeme bor some of which appear to have evaded attention: It will
present evidence that the etymological association of the lexeme bor
with the colour of the rodent beaver has been totally speculative.
There is no evidence that in Pahlavi bor was ever used to denote any
shade of “rose”, “red”, “brown”, “red-brown”, “russet” or “bay horse”
as stated by generation to generation of eminent scholars. It will be
shown that the colour label b6r is derived from *baura- and not from
*pbawra- or *barwa-. It will be demonstrated that the etymology of bor
as a brand of horse is from an association with Indo-European *b"erH,
*bhar, Iranian *barH, “(to) move quickly: (to) be excited, etc.” — all
conclusions are based on detailed textual studies of the word,
clarifying that the original connotation of the word bor when applied
to a horse was indicative of a specific brand, and was not a simple
synonym to asp/asb as taken for granted by generations of
lexicographers, etymologists and scholars — thus asp/asb was applied
as common noun while bor was used as proper noun. It will also be
pointed out that the appropriate and authentic glosses of the lexeme

! Director, Research Institute and Library of Iranian Studies (RILIS)
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bor as “horse brand” and as “colour label” have been erroneously
placed under the ghost word ;.. b6z for almost a millennium.Finally,

it will be shown that the lexeme bor which denotes “yellow; blond;
light complexion” (first written appearance in Divan-i Arif), and the
expression of .oz 4 bor Sudan “(to) fail, become embarrassed, lose

face” (first written appearance in Mudir-i Madrasa) have entered New
Persian from Osetic language by the Russian brigade stationed in
northern Iran only since the early 20" century with no earlier
evidence, and with no direct relation to the original lexeme bor-.

Persian Language in Balkan:

The influence of Persian on Serbian language and
Literature

Mil 0§ Deli¢

In this paper Persian influence on Serbian language and literature will
be discussed. The main goal is to show that besides mutual cultural
and linguistic Indo-European heritage, there has been a continuous
Persian cultural and linguistic influence on Serbian language as well
as the literature, especially during the period of Ottoman rule, from
XIV to XIX century. During that period a large number of Turkish
loan words became part of the Serbian language, among them a
significant number of Persian words. The Persian cultural influence
came along and it can still be seen although Iranian and Serbian
people never lived side by side and Serbia was never part of might
Persia. The mediator in transfer of the Iranian cultural tradition to
Serbia and the Balkan Peninsula was the Ottoman Empire. Persian, as
a language in which masterpieces of world literature had been written,
became one of the official languages of that empire. At the same time
Serbian language became one of the official languages on the Ottoman
court. Centuries of Ottoman presence in the Balkans leaded to

! Persian Language Instructor, Novi Sad University, Serbia
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spreading, in the first place, of the Turkish cultural influence, but the
Ottomans were also transferring cultural traditions of nations with
which they were in contact. We have a situation that the linguistic
relations between Iranians and Serbs, i.e. between two Indo-European
languages — Persian and Serbian, emerged and developed by help of
Turkish language, which belongs to the Altaic language family. In this
paper the emergence and development of that influence will be
presented. Also, the influence of Persian literature to Serbian
literature, which followed changes in language, will be shown.

Keywords: Persian language, Serbian language, loan words, Serbian
literature, cultural influence

Pre-Islamic Iran and Pre-Christian Georgia: Issues of
Cultural-Linguistic Interferences

Helen Giunashvilil

Historical accounts of pre-Islamic Iran and Ancient Georgia have the
most ancient tradition. Dissemination of Iranian culture, already
distinguished from the Achaemenid epoch, became deeper and
stronger later, during Hellenistic and Parthian periods. Rich
archaeological materials, numismatic data and epigraphic monuments
found on the territory of Ancient Georgia (Mtskheta- Armazi, Bagineti,
Samtavro, Uplistsikhe, Zghuderi) attest the existence of multifarious
cultural contacts between members of Iranian-speaking upper-class
and autochthonous Kartvelians from Arsacid times on. In this respect,
Aramaic epigraphic monuments of Georgia (I ¢ BC-Ill ¢ AD) are
particularly interesting. These Aramaic inscriptions were made on
different objects: steles (an epitaph and a victory stele), bone plates,
wine-pitchers, silver bowls, household items, stones of sanctuary
buildings and sarcophagi, jewels (golden rings and bracelets). For the
present, the whole corpus of inscriptions comprises nearly 100 units.

1 G. Tsereteli Institute of Oriental Studies, Thilisi/ Paris
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They are distinguished by their form and content. Some of them are
quite extensive, such as Armazi steles and a number of dedicational
inscriptions dated by Il ¢ AD. The major part of these Aramaic
inscriptions of Georgia is executed in a variety of the North-
Mesopotamian type of Aramaic script, known as “Armazian” (G.
Tsereteli), originated in Imperial Aramaic, widely used in
Achaemenian chancelleries. The Aramaic inscriptions of Georgia shed
light on a number of cultural-historical problems of pre-Christian
Georgia (lberia) and its interrelations with Ancient Iran. These
monuments attest several administrative terminology, also titles,
personal and geographic names, mostly of Middle Iranian
origin.Iranian personal names of Aramaic inscriptions of Georgia
reflect various dialect layers - south-western, north-western and north-
eastern. Most of them are two-stem compounds and could be
classified semantically as theophoric (Mithraic, Zoroastrian), also
names with military or heroic connotation and names indicating
qualities. Generally, Iranian names in Aramaic epigraphic monuments
of Georgia were rendered according to their adequate prononciation,
without following rules of Iranian historical orthography. The paper
presents a systematic structural-typological, historical-etymological,
semantic, and distributive analysis of Middle Iranian proper names
attested in the inscriptions (such as, Bazuk, Asparuk, Saragas,
Burz(en)-Mihr, Atirpat(pet), etc.) with the cultural-historical context
of their penetration.
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Deletion or Retention, that is the Question: Variationist
Analysis of —t, d in Persian

Negar llghami®

This research is an attempt to conduct a variationist analysis of —t, -d,
an extensively studied variable in English and yet rarely studied in
other languages, in Tehrani Persian. Studying -t, -d, deletion in
Tehrani Persian, as a dialect of modern Persian, can reveal the pattern
of linguistic changes in the past and may lead to more concise
prediction of future changes in this widely spoken language in Iran.
The most significant objective of the current investigation, thus, is
emerging the application of fruitful analytical tools in investigations
of Iranian languages in general and Persian in specific. The study
examined both extra-linguistic and linguistic constraints on deletion
patterns. Extra-linguistic factors included demographic factors; age
and gender; and linguistic attitudes as more individual-oriented social
factors that had not been investigated in previous —t, -d deletion
research. Linguistic constraints involved phonological environment
and morphological factors. The data obtained from eight
sociolinguistic interviews were analysed both quantitatively using
Goldvarb and qualitatively using discourse analysis. The quantitative
variationist analysis revealed that preceding and following contexts
are significant in —t, -d deletion in Persian. These results were
consistent with findings in English with the exception of hierarchy of
segments. In Persian, word class is a significant morphological factor
affecting —t, d deletion while inflection and number of syllables were
demonstrated to be less important factors. Social factors were less
significant than linguistic ones, yet it was demonstrated that the
deletion rate among younger participants was higher than that among
older speakers. This data may suggest, from apparent-time analysis of
different age, a change in progress in Tehrani Persian. The qualitative
analysis revealed that the participants were apprehensive about
language change and preferred “standard Persian” to other varieties.
To analyse the impacts of linguistic attitude, a scale is introduced

! n.ilghami@gmail.com
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based on qualitative analysis. The comparison between the scale and
individuals’ deletion rate indicated that the more negative attitude the
participant had toward varieties of Persian, the less likely they were to
delete —t, -d. The study concluded that linguistic attitude is an
important factor that affects this phenomenon.

On the Morphosyntax of Complex Predicates in Delvari:
Further Support to Copredication in Argument
Structure Realization

Fatemeh Nemati®

Complex Predicates have been a source of controversy in many
languages, leading to different explanations in different theoretical
frameworks such as Hale and Keyser (1993), Alsina (1993),
Pustejovsky (1995), Butt (1995) and Ramchand (2008) to name but a
few. Complex predicates have also been investigated in Persian
(Vahedi-Langrudi, 1996; Dabir-Moghaddam, 1997; Karimi, 1997;
Karimi-Doostan,1997; Megerdoomian, 2006; Pantcheva, 2009;
Nemati, 2010b) and other Iranian languages (Jahani, 2011; Korn,
2013). This paper is an attempt to further studies on complex
predicates, specially in Iranian languages and to shed light on the
morphosyntactic characteristics of complex predicates in Delvari-a
southwestern Iranian language (Mamasani, 2005; Dabir-Moghaddam,
2013; Haig & Nemati, 2013). Complex predicates are taken as a type
of co-predication in which complexity in syntactic structure mirrors
complexity in argument structure with all elements in the predicate
contributing to and manipulating the eventual argument structure. A
close look at the Delvari data reveals a distinctive syntactic behavior
between complex predicates with non-verbal elements contributing
one argument to the complex which ends up in OBJ position (1)- and
those whose nonverbal element contributes two arguments, the second
of which could optionally appear as a PP with OBL function (2a) or as

! Persian Gulf University, nemati@pgu.ac.ir
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the OBJ of the nonverbal realized as an NP in an Ezafe construction
(2b). Supportive evidence for this distinction comes from their
distinctive syntactic behavior in interaction with question words (3),
NEG particle (4) and pronominal clitics (5). Besides supporting the
explanation of complex predicates as co-predication of all element in
argument structure realization, the findings point at a tendency in
Iranian languages for the non-verbal to be a syntactic phrase by
default (cf. Karimi, 1997; Goldberg, 2003) and subject to the
additional morphological process of incorporation to yield inseparable
complex predicates (Nemati, 2010a).

Keywords: Complex predicate, argument structure realization,
morphosyntactic elements, Delvari

Attitudes toward the usage, maintenance and
dissemination of regional dialects in Boushehr

Fatemeh Nemati®

Mohammad Hossein Rezazadeh?

The widespread use of Modern Standard Persian (MSP) as the official
language in educational institutions, work places and mass media-
practically all the domains of language use-has led to a decline in
using regional dialects to an extent never predicted by the first
language policy makers. While MSP as the official language is an
emblem of national identity and solidarity, regional dialects are a
nation’s cultural heritage and an identity marker for those indigenous
dialect speakers, hence the necessity of taking an action to preserve
them in their rich diversity. To address this issue, the paper attempts to
examine the influence of MSP on the usage and viability of regional
dialects in Boushehr. Boushehr- the capital city of Boushehr province-
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as an important commercial port has been a hub for many immigrants
from neighboring cities and villages over time, giving rise to a
multicultural and multilingual city with distinct districts for different
tribes and languages (reflected in naming the old city as chahar mahal
‘four districts’). However, in recent years with the general spread of
multimedia literacy, the introduction of higher education institutions
and a leap towards modernization, Iranian dialects of the city have
shown a language shift, resulting in an emergent so-called Boushehri
dialect resembling MSP to a large extent, but with an accent and some
remaining dialectal peculiarities in pronunciation. This paper inquires
into the reasons behind this language shift and people’s attitude
towards it by specifically investigating how much and why dialect
users dis/credit their dialects as worthwhile to be used, preserved and
disseminated. To that end, a language attitude survey exploring
affective, cognitive and behavioral factors and designed in three
subsections on usage, vitality and dissemination is administered to
four groups of people ranging from teenagers to old people of both
gender. The hypothesis was that the tendency to use MSP more can be
traced to instrumental and integrative motives of dialect speakers such
as being privileged to get employment, developing a unifying national
identity and being identified as modern, to name but some. The
provisional results indicate a tendency not to speak dialects even at
home and the younger generation shows no appreciation of the value
of dialects as a cultural heritage to take pride in. The results can be
explained by considering the challenges and barriers dialect speakers
encounter in accessing opportunities in the whole range of social and
professional settings.
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Comparison of Common Phonemes of the Naeen Dialect
and the Standard Persian Language

Mehdi Pour bafrani®

This study was conducted with the aim of describing and,
simultaneously, comparing common phonemes of the Naeen dialect
and the standard Persian language. The data analyzed in this study
consisted of 150 Naeenian words. The data were collected, according
to Moris Base List, by using questionnaires and a voice recorder. The
forty-eight participants in the study, mostly males more than forty
years of age, represented various occupations, among them, farmers,
teachers, students, shopkeepers, and public officials.  Stratified
statistical sampling was used in the selection process. The collected
data are shown in this report as tables displaying words used to justify
each argument made in the linguistic comparison of the Naeen dialect
and standard Persian language. Common phonemes analyzed included
the following:1) Process of lenition in Naeen dialect is contrasive
consonant of stop /b/ and glide /w/.In all cases /w/ glide in Naeen
dialect is located at the position of /b/ in contrast to Persian standard
languge; 2) Deletion of glottal/h/ occurs in the middle and at the end
of the words in Naeen dialect; 3) Deletion of /t/alveolar stop
consonant at the end of consonant cluster “st” in Naeen dialect; 4)
Deletion of /q/post velar stop consonant in Persian languge the end of
Naeen dialect; 5) Deletion of bilabial stop consonant /b/ at the end of
Naeen dialect; 6) Deletion of bilabial nasal consonant/m/ at the end of
Naeen dialect; 7) The vowel /a/ changed to [u] and [0] in cluster a:n
and a:m in one segment; 8) Assimilation is another common
characteristics of Naeen dialect and Persian languge with examples of
pre-assimilation and  post-assimilation translation in the Naeen
dialect; 9) Metathesis occurs in some words of both the Naeen dialect
as well as the standard Persian languge. In all above cases of this
article, shortening segments and simplify phonetic features are the
common change motivation.
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A Deconstructive Reading of the Folktale of “Two
Sisters” in Bawian Dialect

Yasaman Rezaee’

Fariborz Didaran?

Folktales or generally ancient stories have been transmitted to next
generations for a long time in history. Since they have been orally
narrated and heard by people, their origin and development process is
not clear and cannot be identified properly. These tales represent the
most natural and imaginative aspects of human beings which are
prone to analysis and interpretation in order to discover some of the
most instinct and hidden dimensions of human beings. The present
study attempts to first document a type of ancient story known as
Matil, originated in one of the southwest Iranian tribes (Bawi) and
transmitted orally through years, and then to study it based on
deconstructive act of reading. The Bawian tribe is one of the south-
west Lur tribes inhabited in the domain of Zagros Mountain. They
speak in Bawian dialect which according to anonby, is classified
under the southeast new Iranian dialects. Studying the functions and
structures of the “Two Sisters” Matil based on Vladimir Propp’s
morphology of folktales, the present study seeks to show its potential
to be written in the present area of human development and
technology and be seen as an independent written text in a new
context. Deconstructive criticism is based upon the fact that oral and
written languages are the most obvious and representatives of
structure and the relation of meaning. However, Jacque Derrida in his
great work Of Grammatology has suggested the reversification of
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speech/writing hierarchy upon which metaphysics and human
knowledge has been based. Yet he did not call for an absolute
condemnation of speech; he introduced a free play of meaning and
interpretation by decentering some of the most well-established
traditions of reading and interpretation. Accordingly, the goal of
studying folktales and their structure as well as the present article is to
identify ethnical types and relating them to the worldview and culture
of their producers through interpretation. Finally, using Derrida’s
techniques of reading, the present study discusses that these folkloric
traditions or myths, which are symbolic and representative of a tribe
or a community, can be iterated in new forms and structures without
ever losing their identity and it concludes that this happens through
the potentiality of texts to be singular and universal simultaneously.

Keywords: Bawi, Matil, Derrida, rain rituals, folktale, singular,
universal

Prefixes in Iranian Languages
Amir Zamani

Most of the Iranian prefixes have taken different forms from
morphological and phonological point of view from proto-Indo-
European to new Persian. The prefix “hsu— is one of those that has
changed a lot. In this article we have tried to show the evolutionary
process of this prefix in different words, with emphasis on the words
that exist in new Persian. Then we investigate the phonological
evolution in different stages and in the end according to these changes
we get to conclusion. In Iranian languages there are so many words
with affixes and so many with prefixes that change the part of speech.
Some of these prefixes are used for negations. Some make nouns out
of adjectives and some, adjectives out of roots. According to Jackson
“only a small proportion of declinable stems, however, are made
directly from verbal or pronominal radicals in their bare root-form
without any affix”. “The great majority of words, in Avesta as in other
tongues, is derived from radicals by assuming an affix (suffix or
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prefix); the root part of the word contains the fundamental idea; the
prefix or suffix modifies its meaning” (Jackson,1892:206). The most
important nominal prefixes in Avesta are: a- negative, hu- ‘well’, dus-
‘il (Jackson,1892: 209). In Pahlavi word derivation is very common.
Nouns and adjectives are made from other nouns and adjectives, and
verbs by prefixes and suffixes and by combining words; verbs can be
made from nouns and adjectives and other verbs and the meaning of
verbs can be modified by preverbs. Some adjectives and other parts of
speech appear in a reduced form as prefixes. Some well-known

examples include the zero-grade prefix "hsu— from the adjective
“hesu— ‘good’ (skt. Su-, Gk. eu-, Ir. So-,0cs si-) (Forston, 2004:

123). Pokorny has also suggested the prefix su,si with the same
meaning “good” (Lubotsky, 2007: 2982) & (Pokorny, 1927: 1037-
1038). It is clear that he has ignored the rules of laryngeals.

Keywords: proto-Indo-European, prefix, new Persian
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